Abstract of JP631 82304 

PURPOSETo produce a microcrystalline chitosan having superior uses, by partially 
hydrolyzing a chitosan in an organic solvent-water-mineral acid system. CONSTITUTION:A 
chitosan is partially hydrolyzed in an organic solvent-water- mineral acid system to produce a 
microcrystalline chitosan. The chitosan to be used is one obtained by an deacetylation by alkali 
treatment of chitin produced by purifying the crusts of a crustacean such as lobsters, crabs, 
etc., though a flaky chitosan produced by this process is commercially available. Preferably, the 
organic solvent for use in the acid hydrolysis of the raw material chitosan is one compatible with 
water, such as alcohole, ketones, etc. Especially, n-propanol, iso-butanol, etc., are preferred. 
Since these solvents are well compatible with water and have relatively high boiling points, the 
reaction temperature can be set high, and the reaction time can be shortened. 
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